
Everyone completed tasks on site safety, use of tools
and equipment, digging and recording features –
everyone passed! Two Skills for the Future bursary
holders supported the delivery of the training. Laura
Joyner (Community Archaeology) and Jennifer Coates
(Archives and Learning) are both on 12-month
placements with Surrey Heritage, and their assistance
was key to the success of the courses. Feedback from
participants was positive from both the courses and
the taster day, and we will certainly look to run
similar courses in the future. 

Continuing involvement

Following the courses opportunities were offered at
SCAU for volunteers to learn environmental
processing skills and work on samples, with two
course participants taking this up. Following any
project we encourage people to continue their
interest by promoting membership of a local
archaeological society, signing up to the Surrey
Heritage mailing list, taking part in another dig or
becoming a regular volunteer.

BBC Surrey covered the project as a news item and
the Community Film Unit shot a clip for Youtube
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYxRk8t0jSk).
Sayers Croft held an Open Day as part of Heritage
Open Days, when over 300 people visited the site
and could take part in the dig and the air raid shelter
experience, the latter now revamped with lights and
sound through the HLF grant. 

The project was initiated by Paul Bowen (Surrey
County Council, Youth Development Service) and
David Quoroll (Manager, Sayers Croft Field Centre),
with archaeological input from SCAU. To find out
more about this project see the Digging Surrey’s War
webpages at www.surreycc.gov.uk/communit-
yarchaeology or contact Surrey’s Community
Archaeology Team (below).

Abby Guinness AIfA 
Community Archaeologist (SCAU)
Laura Joyner
Community Archaeology Bursary Holder

Surrey County Archaeological Unit
Surrey County Council
education.scau@surreycc.gov.uk
01483 518737
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Air raid experiences – and discoveries

Sessions for young people were led by Nigel Randall
and Laura Joyner from Surrey County Council
Archaeology Unit (SCAU), with over 100 children
from the local community involved in excavating the
air raid shelters. The budding archaeologists started
the day with an interactive presentation on
archaeology, with a chance to handle and record
artefacts found in Surrey, before heading into the

trenches to learn basic excavation
techniques. The children also
learned what life was like during the
Second World War by completing a
History Trail and descending into a
bomb shelter to brave the Sayers
Croft Air Raid Experience. The dig
was a fantastic opportunity for local
children to discover archaeology
and has provided a wealth of
information about the structure and
design of the shelters. Many

Buildings at Sayers Croft were constructed in 1939 as an evacuation centre for pupils from Catford Central
Boys School in London during the Second World War. They include a dining hall, accommodation blocks
and associated air-raid shelters, two of which are still extant. The archaeological project centred on an area
of two demolished shelters, to discover their exact positions and state of preservation. The aim of the project
was to provide a basic background in archaeology and field skills which could be built on in the future.

artefacts discovered help tell the story of those staying
at the evacuation centre during the war, including a
bullet, a sixpence minted in 1944 and a baked bean
tin with string running through it.

In August, there were two free 2-day training courses
in Basic Archaeology Skills, plus a day of taster
sessions for young people and adults from the local
area. We continued to excavate both the shelters 
uncovered in June, revealing the entry steps, concrete
bases and drains of both. Further finds included
remains of a ginger beer bottle, plenty of concrete
and even a stray worked flint. As well as excavation
techniques, the students learned how to identify and
lay out a trench and how to record the excavation 
through contexts, plans, section drawing and
levelling. 

Accredited skills

All the skills taught were part of a short syllabus for
an AQA accredited unit in Basic Archaeology Skills.
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Local people taking part in the excavation at Sayers Croft
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Nigel Randall introducing archaeology to participants on the first training

course at Sayers Croft in June

Course participants from the second two-day training course in Basic Archaeological Skills

‘It really was FAB. All the staff were great,
genuinely interested and so engaging with the
children. I feel we were very lucky to have such 
an opportunity; the only downside is that the 
time went far too quickly! If further sessions are
planned we’d love to know.’
Caroline

‘Many thanks for the
information and

experience over the last
2 days. It was very

interesting and
enjoyable. Shame about 

the rain!’
Peter




