
  

 
 

 

Appeal Decision 
Hearing held on 21 April 2015 
Site visit made on 21 April 2015 

by Mrs H M Higenbottam  BA (Hons) MRTPI 

an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 

Decision date: 02 June 2015 

 
Appeal Ref: APP/M9496/W/15/3004872 
Dale View Quarry, Lees Road, Stanton in Peak, Derbyshire 
• The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

against a refusal to grant planning permission. 
• The appeal is made by Stancliffe Stone Co. Ltd against the decision of the Peak District 

National Park Authority. 
• The application Ref:NP/DDD/0214/0131, dated 3 February 2014, was refused by notice 

dated 20 August 2014. 
• The development proposed is the construction of saw shed for two stone cutting wire 

saws, crane and water recycling system. 
 

 

Decision 

1. The appeal is dismissed. 

Application for costs 

2. At the Hearing an application for costs was made by Stancliffe Stone Co. Ltd 
against the Peak District National Park Authority.  This application will be the 
subject of a separate Decision. 

Main Issues 

3. The main issues in this case are: 

• the effect of the operation of the wire saws and incidental operations on the 
character of this part of the Peak District National Park landscape, with 
particular reference to the setting of the Bronze Age burial, ceremonial and 
settlement remains on Stanton Moor and evidence for medieval, post 
medieval and 19th to early 20th century activity on the moor Scheduled 
Ancient Monument (the SAM); and 

• the effect of the proposed building on the character and appearance of the 
area. 

Reasons 

Background 

4. Dale View Quarry lies on the western side of the Derwent Valley, on the hillside 
that forms Stanton Moor.  Stanton-in-Peak village is about 600m to the west 
and the hamlet of Stanton Lees is 700m to the south east.   
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5. Lees Road is a narrow rural road, with stone walling and upland grazing.  As 
well as Dale View Quarry there are two other quarries in the area called New 
Pilhough Quarry and Birchover Quarry.  No stone cutting or processing 
currently takes place at either Dale View Quarry or New Pilhough Quarry.  Dale 
View Quarry operates under planning permission reference NP/DDD0606/06131 
(granted September 2008) which is subject to a number of planning conditions, 
including ones controlling hours of operation2 and a limit to the number of lorry 
movements per day3. 

Stanton Moor and the SAM 

6. Dale View Quarry and Stanton Moor are within the Peak District National Park.  
The statutory purpose of a National Park is to conserve and enhance their 
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and promote opportunities for the 
understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the National Parks by 
the public.  Stanton Moor includes a Countryside Right of Way Act 2000 
(CRoW) Area and the SAM.  Of particular note within the SAM is Nine Ladies 
Stone circle, which is a place of peace, tranquillity and spirituality. 

7. Stanton Moor is a discrete area of moorland lying at 280-322m OD on the 
south west edge of the eastern gritstone moors of the Peak District.  The 
extent of the SAM is defined on its east side by the natural edge of the 
precipitous east facing slope of the moor, on its west side by the quarry edge 
and elsewhere by a combination of modern field walls, quarried and natural 
edges, topographical features and trackways.  The SAM List Entry states that 
the most important remains on the moor are those of prehistoric date, 
although it also includes a variety of features from several other periods.  None 
of the features exist in isolation and together they reflect a continuing and 
changing pattern of land use in which later phases are superimposed on the 
earlier.   

8. The Stanton Moor Conservation Plan 2007 (Conservation Plan) was produced 
by English Heritage and the Peak District National Park Authority.  It provides 
evidence in relation to the significance of Stanton Moor, factors which affect 
that significance and it also sets out conservation policies for the moor.  Whilst 
it is not part of the development plan it is a material consideration and I 
consider that although it was produced some 8 years ago, that does not 
diminish the value of the document in relation to the moor and the history of it 
going back to prehistoric times.  Further guidance is contained in the Stanton 
Moor Principles of 2002. 

9. The significance of Stanton Moor derives from a complex range of factors which 
are set out in the Conservation Plan.  It is a familiar and much valued local 
recreational resource with particular aesthetic qualities and natural beauty.  It 
contains a variety of archaeological monuments and their landscape setting as 
well as having a spiritual value which is derived from its peacefulness and 
‘special atmosphere’ and from the sacred qualities which a number of visitors 
accord to its prehistoric remains and to their setting.  Another factor of 

1 An application (NP/DDD/1013/0973) to vary conditions of this planning permission has been approved subject to 
the completion of a s.106 agreement. 
2Hours of operation restricted to between 0700 to 1900 Monday to Thursday and 0700 to 1300 Friday and a 
maximum of five Saturdays per calendar year between 0700 and 1300 (condition 39). 
3 Not exceeding 36 movements (18 into and 18 out of the site) Monday to Friday, 18 movements on Fridays (9 
into and 9 out of the site) and 18 movements (9 into and 9 out of the site) on five Saturdays per calendar year 
where pre-notification is given under condition 39 (condition 36). 
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significance is its high quality sandstone.  The local residents and interested 
parties attending the hearing reinforced the views set out in the Conservation 
Plan that peace, tranquillity and the areas sacred qualities were, and remain, 
an inherent part of the significance of the SAM.   

10. English Heritage’s Historic Environment Good Practice Advice Planning Note 3 
provides information on good practice in relation to the setting of heritage 
assets.  In particular it notes that setting does not depend on public rights or 
ability to access it and significance is not dependent on numbers of people 
visiting it.  Indeed one of the identified significances of the SAM is its peace 
tranquillity and spirituality.  As such, the setting of the SAM, in my view, 
includes the surrounding land and public footpath approaches to it and is likely 
to include distant views of the SAM.  The approaches to the SAM as a whole 
and Nine Ladies Circle in particular, affect the way in which the SAM is 
appreciated and experienced.  The approaches to the SAM along rural footpaths 
enable the peace, tranquillity and spirituality of the place to be better 
appreciated.   

Wire Saw Operations 

11. Dale View Quarry works Carboniferous Stanton Moor sandstone producing large 
blocks (blockstone) for offsite sawing into building stone.  The sandstone 
occurs in two main colour varieties referred to as Stanton buff and Stanton 
pink.  It is used as high quality architectural building and facing stones.  The 
blockstone is prised from the quarry face along natural joints and fissures in 
the bedrock by a large tracked hydraulic shovel.  The blockstone is then 
reduced to a safe handling size by further splitting by drilling and ‘pop’ blasting 
and/or use of a hydraulic hammer, usually close to the working face.  A visual 
inspection of the internal face of the blockstone is then carried out to allow for 
an indicative quality categorisation before the blockstone leaves the site. 

12. The proposals comprise the construction of a saw shed for two stone cutting 
wire saws, a crane and a water recycling system.  The proposed development 
would be outside the area of mineral extraction but within the area known as 
the ‘Compound Area’ which includes the weighbridge, welfare and office, 
workshop and concrete hardstanding provided for parking and lorry loading.  
The appellant states that the saw shed would be some 320m from the 
northernmost point of the SAM boundary. 

13. The appellant has produced a Noise Assessment in support of the planning 
application and additional noise data for the appeal.  Both the Authority and 
the appellant agree that the noise produced by the wire saws in operation, 
when the saws are working correctly, are non tonal and that the predicted 
noise levels fall well within the limits required by condition 43 of the 2008 
planning permission.  The appellant’s noise evidence concludes that wire saw 
noise is highly likely to be inaudible across the whole area of the SAM, 
including Nine Ladies Stone Circle, and the CRoW Area.  This conclusion is 
accepted by the Authority.  I see no reason to demur from this finding.  
Furthermore, the advice and guidance within the Planning Practice Guidance 
and the National Planning Policy Framework (the Framework) relating to 
mineral extraction noise is not, to my mind, applicable to the appeal scheme 
operations which comprise an initial processing of the stone which has already 
been extracted. 
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14. However, I note that none of the acoustic evidence relates to other operations 
to support the use of the wire stone saws.  These ‘other operations’ include the 
crane and water recycling plant as well as the opening and closing of the roller 
doors when blockstone is taken into or removed from the saw shed.  The noise 
evidence states that these are considered incidental and not to have a 
materially cumulative effect on the noise generated by the wire saws and 
existing quarry operations.  No specific data or modelling has been carried out 
in relation to such operations.  As I understand it blockstone would be 
manoeuvred onto either of the bogey units set on rails that would lead to one 
of the saw areas.  The doors would be closed to the saw area and the saw 
would then be operated.  Local residents are concerned that noises associated 
with crane movements and manoeuvring the blocks onto the bogey and rails 
and into or out of the building may be audible outside the site.  Without further 
explanation I accept that there is potential for some noise to be associated with 
these operations and cannot conclude it would not be material. 

15. The wire cutting would take about 30 minutes per face.  It is possible that both 
saws could be operated at the same time on two separate blocks in their 
respective parts of the building.  The noise assessment was carried out with 
three scenarios with two wires saws operating in the building with the doors 
closed, one door open and both doors open.  The appellant stated that the 
saws would be operational for up to two thirds of the working time.  

16. The current proposal seeks to increase the facilities available on the Dale View 
Quarry to enable some works to the stone to be undertaken prior to blockstone 
leaving the quarry for further finishing works.  This work is currently 
undertaken off site.  

17. However no specific or quantative evidence of how carrying out the wire saw 
cutting on site would benefit either the viability of the quarry business or have 
benefits in relation to reductions in lorry movements or reduce the mileage 
required to produce a saleable blockstone product has been provided.  The 
benefits may be minimal to the company or could be significant, although the 
evidence does not demonstrate any specific need to carry out such work on 
site.  Moreover, whilst minerals can only be worked where they are fond, once 
extracted minerals do not require processing at that location. 

Effect of the operations 

18. There are a number of footpaths within the locality that have the potential to 
be affected by noise from the proposed saw shed.  Of these one, that which 
departs Lees Road at a location approximately 60m to the east of the site 
access, would be affected by noise above 30 dB(A), in a range of between 30 
to 35 dB(A).  As such, the proposed development would introduce further 
sources of noise and disturbance into the landscape, which was accepted by all 
parties at the Hearing to be perceptible over approximately a 125m length of 
the footpath.  It would also be perceptible on the land around that length of 
footpath and along Lee Road, as shown by the noise contour plans.  The 
Conservation Plan describes the area as providing a sense of wildness, isolation 
and tranquillity and identifies the pressures placed upon the area it covers and 
the existing quarrying operations that currently detract from the enjoyment of 
the area.  Whilst the noise level is low, it is the introduction of another man 
made noise source within a very sensitive location which is the issue in this 
case.  It has not been demonstrated that this noise effect could be adequately 
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mitigated by the imposition of conditions so as not to harm the peace, 
spirituality and tranquillity of the area.  Nor has it been demonstrated that 
there is an overriding operational need for any processing of stone to take 
place at the appeal site. 

19. Although I accept that the noise of vehicles using Lees Road would be greater 
in volume for people using the footpath and road, that noise would not be for 
the durations anticipated of the wire saw use and would be intermittent.  The 
appellant has confirmed that the wire saws would be capable of operation for 
two thirds of the working period of the quarry and whilst there would be breaks 
between blocks being sawn as they are removed from the building or brought 
to it, this may have a noise effect of its own. 

20. The appellant, in support of their application refers to operations ancillary to 
quarrying being carried out at Birchover Quarry and that it was accepted in 
that case that such operations would not affect the SAM.  The Local Planning 
Authority confirmed that the stone processing at Birchover was immune from 
enforcement action and that the circumstances of that case were materially 
different to the current scheme.  The planning permission at Birchover Quarry 
was to regularise and bring under control a number of matters.  I therefore 
consider, on the evidence available, the historic operation and planning history 
of Birchover Quarry were important in the determination of planning 
applications on that site.  As such, it does not follow that wire cutting or other 
procedures are acceptable at other quarries in the area, as the particular 
merits and circumstances are not the same.  I have therefore considered the 
current proposal on its own particular merits and circumstances. 

21. The footpath affected is a route to the SAM and, in my view, is part of the 
setting of the SAM.  The noise effect of current quarrying in the area already 
detracts, to some extent, from the setting of the SAM and diminishes 
opportunities for the quiet enjoyment of it.  Current quarrying also detracts 
from the rural character of approach routes to the moor.  The additional noise 
resulting from the proposal would increase the noise effect of the operations at 
Dale View Quarry along a public footpath, Lee Road and other non-public areas 
around it.  This would further diminish opportunities for the quiet enjoyment of 
the approach to the SAM and the rural character of those approaches.   

22. I therefore find that the nature of the operations, by diminishing the rural 
character of the approach to the SAM, would inevitably detract from the peace, 
tranquillity and spiritual significance of the SAM and thus the way the SAM is 
experienced.  This would result in harm to the designated heritage asset, albeit 
it would be less than substantial harm.  It would also, within the immediate 
area, erode the fundamental character of Stanton Moor as a tranquil place, 
which to my mind is an important characteristic of this part of the National 
Park.  As set out in the Framework, those harms which count against the 
proposal should be weighed against the public benefits of the scheme when 
considering the planning balance.   

23. The proposal would also fail to conserve the tranquillity of the landscape 
character which would be contrary to Policies GSP1, GSP3, L1 and L3 of the 
Peak District National Park Local Development Framework Core Strategy 
Development Plan Document (October 2011) (CS) and saved Policies LC21  and 
LM1 of the Peak District National Park Local Plan (March 2001) (LP).  These 
polices require development to be consistent with the National Park’s legal 

 
www.planningportal.gov.uk/planninginspectorate           5 



Appeal Decision APP/M9496/W/15/3004872 
 

purposes; be of an appropriate scale to the character of the National Park; to 
resist development which is likely to cause harm to the setting of a heritage 
asset; to ensure development conserves and enhances valued landscape 
character and other valued characteristics; to resist mineral development 
unless adverse impacts on the valued characteristics and amenity of the area 
can be reduced or eliminated; and to ensure that the development is 
acceptable given the need to conserve and enhance the National Park.  

24. Also it would be contrary to one of the Conservation Plans aims which are to 
reduce and control the adverse impacts which mineral extraction and 
associated activities have on opportunities for the quiet enjoyment and 
intellectual, spiritual and aesthetic appreciation of the SAM within its setting.  
Furthermore, it would fail to comply with the Framework which attaches great 
weight to conserving landscape in National Parks. 

Character and Appearance of The Building 

25. The proposed building would be about 22.5m long x 6.5m wide x 6.9m high.  It 
would be parallel to an excavated face of the quarry close to the existing 
workshop building.  Both the existing and proposed buildings would have 
curved roof profiles constructed of the same materials and be windowless.  

26. The Landscape and Visual Effects evidence submitted by the appellant states 
that although elevated views are obtained form the eastern side of the Derwent 
Valley, the views of the proposed building would be restricted to the 1m of roof 
visible above the existing workshop.  Views of the proposed building are most 
appreciated within close proximity to the appeal site.  Prominent views of the 
existing workshop and quarry are available from Lees Road and to the east and 
west of the site entrance, although these views are within a backdrop of the 
existing quarry operations comprising quarry faces, blockstone storage and 
overburden heaps.  Views from the footpaths running north from Stanton Moor 
to Lees Road are negligible due to the intervening vegetation, and the 
topography of the area.  The existing workshop is visible from Pilough Road 
below and to the east, although this is generally through gateways or 
vegetation on field boundaries. 

27. The views of the saw shed would be limited to partial views of the upper 
section of the building and would be seen within the context of other quarry 
elements.  The building would also only be required during the lifetime of the 
quarry operation.  As such, its removal could be achieved at the cessation of 
the operation of the quarry. 

28. However, the building would introduce an additional built structure within the 
National Park, it would be seen and would affect, albeit in a limited way, the 
openness of the site in public views.  As such there is some limited harm to the 
area by the introduction of an industrial utilitarian building.  The building would 
not conserve the landscape.  The effect would be time limited if the building 
were to be removed at the end of the quarrying operations on the site, and, as 
such, its harm would also be limited. 

29. The appellant states that often wire saws are sited in the open.  The building 
seeks to reduce the noise and disturbance associated with the wire saws.  
However, I have found that the introduction of wire saw operations would harm 
the setting of the SAM and fail to conserve the National Park.  On this basis, 
the building, whilst resulting in limited harm to the landscape, would not result 
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in sufficient noise reduction to overcome the harm I have identified and thus, 
on the basis of the evidence available, it would increase the harm to the 
character and appearance of the area.  This would be contrary to CS Policies 
GSP1, GSP3, and L1 and LP Policy LM1.  

Planning Balance 

30. In support of the proposal the appellant states that the use of the wire saws 
would allow the colour grain and quality of the block to be determined before it 
goes off site.  At present the blocks are given an external visual inspection at 
the quarry and it is not until the blockstone is cut, off site, that the quality and 
consistency can be correctly determined.  The blockstone is currently 
transported to be sawn off-site, and if a particular blockstone fails inspection, it 
is stated to be returned to the quarry which the appellant considers is both 
uneconomic and unsustainable.  Local residents stated that they had not seen 
blockstone being returned to Dale View Quarry.   

31. The appellant also refers to benefits of sawing the stone on the stability of the 
blocks during transportation.  No evidence relation to the effect of the 
transportation of the stone in its unsawn state and any issues that have arisen 
have been provided. 

32. I note that lorry movements are restricted by conditions imposed on the 2008 
planning permission and, whilst there is no intention of increasing the lorry 
movements by the appellant, neither is there any indication that lorry 
movements would decrease as a result of the proposed development.  On the 
basis of the evidence before me, there does not seem to be any tangible 
demonstration of increased sustainability in terms of transportation of 
blockstone or benefits in the form of the reduction in lorry movements to the 
area. 

33. Dale View Quarry is operating successfully without a means of sawing the 
blockstone prior to transportation off site.  There appears to be convenience 
benefits to the operators of the quarry in siting the wire saws at the appeal 
site, although on the evidence available it does not appear to be a necessary 
and business critical operation.   

34. Within a National Park there is a duty to protect the landscape, which in this 
case is consistent with public enjoyment of access to the peaceful, tranquil and 
spiritual significance of the SAM.  Whilst I appreciate the need to support the 
local economy the benefits of the proposed development in supporting it have 
not been demonstrated.  The National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 
1949 makes it clear the priority has to be landscape protection.  Moreover 
there is a SAM, a significant heritage asset, which would be adversely affected 
as a result of harm to its setting.  Taken together these matters result in 
conflict with CS Policies GSP1, GSP3, L1 and L3 and LP Policies LC21 and LM1.  
I therefore conclude that the harms arising from the scheme proposed would 
not be outweighed by any benefits.  Thus the appeal shall fail. 

Conclusions 

35. For the reasons given above I conclude that the appeal should be dismissed. 
 
Hilda Higenbottam 
Inspector  
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APPEARANCES 
 
FOR THE APPELLANT: 

Mr Bowes  Solicitor instructed by appellant 
Mr Nicoll BSc MSc Principal Minerals and Waste Consultant, Aecom, 

acting for the appellant 
Mr Atkinson BSc Hons M 
Phil(SC) MIOA Dipl Acou 

Principal Acoustic Consultant, Aecom, acting for 
the appellant 

Ms Turlington BA MSc affiliate 
member IHBC 

Senior Heritage Consultant, Aecom, acting for 
the appellant 

Mr Weir BA Hons MA CMLI Associate Landscape Architect, Aecom, acting for 
the appellant 

Mr I Pearson  Group Estates Manager, Stancliffe Stone Co. Ltd 
Mr Faughy  Managing Director, Stancliffe Stone Co. Ltd 
 
FOR THE LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY: 

Mr Scott BA Hons MCD MRTPI Director of Planning, Peak District National Park 
Authority 

Mr Neal Richmond BA Hons MA 
MRTPI 

Mineral Planner, Peak District National Park 
Authority 

Mr S Bell Dip EH Dip Acoustics 
MCIEH 

Environmental Health Officer, Derbyshire Dales 
District Council 

Mrs Whiteley BA Hons MCIA Senior Conservation Archaeologist, Peak District 
National Park Authority 

 
INTERESTED PERSONS: 

Mr G Finch Local Resident 
Ms Fogg Local Resident 
Mrs A Zoyrodl Local Resident 
Mrs J Kidd Local Resident  
Mr H Griffith Local Resident 
Mrs Griffith Local Resident 
Cllr Campbell Stanton and Peak Parish Council 
Dr A Tickle Director of Friends of the Peak District 
Mr J Henson Local Resident 
 
DOCUMENTS PHOTOGRAPHS AND PLANS SUBMITTED AT THE HEARING 

1. Plans reference 47070217.DV.02, 03, 04, 05, and 18 at A3 size submitted 
by appellant. 

2. Set of determinative plans submitted by the Local Planning Authority. 

3. Signed Statement of Common Ground and plans submitted by the 
appellant. 

4. Written submission from Dr Andy Tickle. 

5. Appendix C of Stanton Moor Conservation Plan 2007 submitted by the Local 
Planning Authority. 

6. Photographs submitted by Mr Howard Griffiths. 
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7. List Entry Summary for Bronze Age burial, ceremonial and settlement 
remains on Stanton Moor, and evidence for medieval, post-medieval and 
19th to early 20th century activity submitted by the Local Planning Authority. 

8. Photographs submitted by Mr H Griffith. 

9. Figure 1, 2 and 3 at A3 size submitted by the Local Planning Authority. 
 
DOCUMENTS RECEIVED AFTER THE HEARING 
 
1. Hard copy of submissions made by Mr H Griffith dated 7 April 2015. 
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