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ALGAO North West meetings are held quarterly and are attended by regional officers of English Heritage, 
Natural England and the Portable Antiquities Scheme. Since the last AGM three meetings have been held in 
July 2011 in Preston, Lancashire; October 2011 at the Lake District National Park in Kendal and Jan 2012 in 
Preston.  
 
Meetings include discussion of national issues and priorities as well as specific regional issues. 
 
The group has been involved in the NW Rapid Coastal Zone Assessment Phase 2, which is due for 
completion in summer 2012. The NW regionalized HLC commissioned and funded by Natural England has 
been completed. The group has also been involved in preparing a bid for a project to review and update the 
NW RRF which was produced five years ago.  
 
All ALGAO services in the NW have been affected by local authority cuts. The authorities in both Merseyside 
and Greater Manchester are looking at alternative forms of service delivery, but the Merseyside 
Archaeological Officer post at the Museum of Liverpool has now been lost and the University of Manchester 
is closing the Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit.   Despite this, the year has seen the following 
developments: 
 
Cheshire –  Start of the 2 year Chester UAD project; completion of the Cheshire Local Lists projects; 
continuation of the Phase 2 project to study the waterlogged deposits in Nantwich (all English Heritage 
funded);  completion of SHINE 2012, and taking forward the Heritage Crime initiative. 
 
Cumbria – Input to a variety of HLF bids which involve heritage assets by local groups. Continued to respond 
to a large number of Higher Level Stewardship consultations.  
 
Greater Manchester – completion of the Greater Manchester Characterisation project; input to the Dig 
Greater Manchester community archaeology project delivered by Salford University. 
 
Lake District National Park – LDNP Survey publication launched at the Lake District Annual Archaeology 
Conference in  October 2011; Higher Level Stewardship  applications have been prepared in house by the 
LDNPA and volunteers have been used to deliver some of the options, such as bracken clearance. This is 
contributing to our programme of removing Scheduled Monuments form High and Medium Risk categories in 
conjunction with English Heritage; LDNPA and National Trust running an HLF-funded survey project with 
volunteers, focusing on industrial archaeology in the Windermere catchment. 
 
Lancashire  - Lancaster Castle CMP has been revised. Phase 2 of the Lancashire Textile Mills project is 
being commissioned with English Heritage. Active involvement in the NW Coast Connections Project which 
involves new lines from the proposed new nuclear power station near Sellafield. Several small development 
sites have provided interesting evidence of prehistoric activity, including Neolithic worked wood and 
earthworks of prehistoric to medieval date from work at two proposed wind turbine sites; and evidence of 
later prehistoric settlement at a development site in Preston. 
 
Merseyside – completion of the Merseyside Historic Characterisation project. Historic Environment Record 
has remained open for consultation during the year, but is now closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


