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ALGAO North West meetings are held quarterly and are attended by regional officers 
of English Heritage and Natural England. Since the last AGM four meetings have 
been held in May 2012 in Preston, Lancashire; September 2012 at Salford University, 
Greater Manchester, December 2012 in Kendal, Cumbria and March 2013 in Chester.  
 
Meetings include discussion of national issues and priorities, such as NPPF and 
archives as well as specific regional issues. 
 
The group has been involved in the final stages of the NW Rapid Coastal Zone 
Assessment Phase 2, specifically inputting to the management chapter and the 
prioritization of sites at risk. The group is preparing a bid for a project to review and 
update the NW RRF which was produced five years ago.  
 
ALGAO services in the NW have been affected by local authority budget pressures 
and re-structuring. The Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service, based 
at Salford University has been awarded the contract to provide a service to the Greater 
Manchester authorities for 3 years (with renewal options for a further 2 years) 
although 1.5 posts have been lost with 2.5 remaining. There is still no service in 
Merseyside, although the HER has now re-opened for consultation.  
 
The following developments have taken place this year: 
 
Cheshire – Continuation of the Chester UAD project and the Nantwich waterlogged 
deposits project (English Heritage funded); production of definitive datasets for local 
designations for integrated planning and land charges systems; continued input to the 
Heritage Crime initiative; continued liaison with museum services regarding 
archaeological archives. A number of significant developer funded pieces of work 
have been carried out in Chester, revealing remains of Roman to post medieval 
structural remains, in addition to the remains of Chester’s first railway station. 
Excavations at Middlewich revealed further evidence of Roman saltmaking. 
There is ongoing recording at the Lion Salt Works, the last open-pan salt making site,  
during a major programme of repair and conservation.  
 
Cumbria – Input to a variety of HLF bids which involve survey, geophysics and 
excavation by local groups. Continued to respond to a large number of Higher Level 
Stewardship consultations. Completion of the English Heritage funded waterlogged 
deposits assessment for Carlisle.  
 
Greater Manchester – completion of the Greater Manchester Characterisation project; 
input to the Dig Greater Manchester community archaeology project delivered by 
Salford University, completion of SHINE records or Greater Manchester and also for 
Merseyside, support and advice for variety of HLF community archaeology projects, 
delivered archaeology planning workshops to all ten planning authorities, arranged a 
Greater Manchester Archaeology Day (with Salford University), helped facilitate the 
Greater Manchester Archaeology Federation and support local archaeology society 
project, gave a number of talks on the area’s archaeology. A number of interesting 
development funded archaeology projects have taken place including large scale 
industrial archaeology excavations on iron working and workers’ housing sites. 



 
Lake District National Park – Lake District National Park Survey Survey publication 
(‘Cairns, Fields and Cultivation’ OAN 2011) was launched at the Lake District 
Annual Archaeology Conference in  October 2011; Higher Level Stewardship  
applications have been prepared in house by the LDNPA and volunteers have been 
used to deliver some of the options, such as bracken clearance. This is contributing to 
our programme of removing Scheduled Monuments from High and Medium Risk 
categories in conjunction with English Heritage, which includes EH funding of an 
Archaeology Assistant post to provide additional capacity for this work; LDNPA and 
National Trust running an HLF-funded survey project with volunteers, focusing on 
industrial archaeology in the Windermere catchment (Reflections on History). The 
LDNPA in partnership with the National Trust, English Heritage and the Cumberland 
and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society has established the Lake 
District Archaeology Volunteer Network to coordinate volunteer input to survey and 
conservation projects in the National Park. 
 
Lancashire  - Now Lancaster Castle Prison has closed, the draft CMP for the site has 
effectively been abandoned.  However BMP have been commissioned by the Duchy 
of Lancaster to undertake more survey work and produce a plan for its future, along 
with supervising all the necessary stripping, preparation and repair works needed for 
its future. Phase 2 of the Lancashire Textile Mills project has been commissioned by 
English Heritage, involving the detailed assessment of 50 of the 'best' sites and a 
BAR-style survey of the other surviving mills in the county – the project has a 
regeneration slant. The NW Coast Connections Project – new 500kV power lines to 
link the proposed new nuclear power station near Sellafield to the National Grid – 
takes up much time, but its impact may be relatively minor, depending upon routes 
and options taken. Several small development sites have provided interesting 
evidence of prehistoric activity, including Neolithic worked wood on the fringes of 
Mawdesley Moss, earthworks of prehistoric to medieval date from work at two other 
proposed wind turbine sites; and evidence of later prehistoric settlement at a 
development site on the eastern side of Preston. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


