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ALGAO North West meetings are held quarterly and are attended by regional officers 
of English Heritage. Since the last AGM three meetings have been held in June 2013 
in Preston, Lancashire; October 2013 at the English Heritage NW Regional Offices, 
Manchester; and December 2013 at Salford University, Greater Manchester. 
 
Meetings include discussion of national issues and priorities, as well as specific 
regional issues. 
 
The group submitted a project proposal to English Heritage to review and update the 
NW RRF which was produced five years ago. The project is on hold pending the 
national review of research frameworks. 
 
A meeting was held at the English Heritage Regional Offices to introduce the staff 
and work of the English Heritage North West teams. 
 
ALGAO services in the NW have been all been affected by local authority budget 
pressures and re-structuring and two ALGAO NW representatives attended the oral 
evidence session for the Parliamentary Inquiry into Local Government Archaeology 
Services. 
 
In Greater Manchester budget cuts are anticipated which will have to be made up by 
external funding in order to maintain current staff levels. In Cumbria the vacant 
HERO post cannot be advertised, so although the HER is open to visitors, no search 
requests can be processed. In the Lake District, the Environment and Heritage 
Service, which includes archaeology, is being merged with other sections in order to 
achieve savings in the face of further cuts in the DEFRA budget. In Lancashire, service 
level agreements between the county and district councils have been ended as not 
cost effective and staff cuts in the archaeology team at the county are anticipated. In 
Cheshire the archaeology shared service is under review as part of major re-
structuring and reductions in staffing levels are anticipated. 
 
The one positive development in the NW, is that the Merseyside Service has been 
relaunched and is now part of the Merseyside Environmental Advisory Service, 
hosted by Sefton Council. The service currently provides an HER function, with Dr 
Ben Croxford as the HERO. 
 
 
 
 


