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ALGAO NORTH-WEST MEETING – Salford 17 September 2012 
 
1)Attending: Mark Brennand (Cumbria), Jill Collens (Cheshire), Lesley Dunkley (Greater 
Manchester), Gillian Eadie (ARS), Kat Hopwood-Lewis (Natural England), Norman Redhead 
(Greater Manchester), Sue Stallibrass (English Heritage). 
 
Apologies: Jim Bonnor (Environment Agency), Dot Boughton (PAS), Andrew Davison 
(English Heritage), John Hodgson (Lake District National Park), Peter Iles (Lancashire), 
Vanessa Oakden (PAS), Jennie Stopford (English Heritage). 
 
2) Minutes of last meeting  
 
Accepted. 
 
3) Matters arising 
 
The IFA have written to the head of Planning at Merseyside in relation to the lack of HER 
and archaeological planning advice. It was noted that it was proving difficult to contact or 
receive a response from some of the Merseyside local authorities.  
 
4) NW RCZA 
 
Gillian Eadie provided an update of work since the last meeting. The RCZA data had now 
been supplied to the HERs. The draft chapters have been delivered for comment, bar those 
for Cumbria, which are due imminently. The management chapter is being concluded 
alongside the prioritisation of sites at risk. A review of the provisional top ten sites at risk was 
presented: 
 
Prehistoric footprints at Crosby and Formby 
Beckfoot Roman cemetery 
Prehistoric intertidal deposits at Walney Island 
Ravenglass Roman Fort 
Aldingham Motte and Bailey Castle 
Beckfoot Roman Milefort 
Post-medieval industrial remains at Jenny Brown’s Point 
Prehistoric sites on Walney Island 
Prehistoric sites at Drigg 
A prehistoric occupation site on the Duddon Estuary (Sandscale Haws) 
 
A series of management issues and challenges were discussed in relation to the individual 
sites.  
 
GE requested comments on the draft chapters by the end of the year, to be incorporated into 
the final reports in January 2013.  
 
4) Natural England  
 
The deadline for the latest round of applications for SHINE funding was 17 September. A 
SHINE into HLS scheme is being tested, but there are no plans to stop the HER 
consultations for HLS applications at the current time. An update on capital works currently 
being undertaken was provided, included SAMs at risk. Current funding has been squeezed, 
and is being concentrated on fewer large projects, rather than multiple smaller ones. MB 
raised the issue of some FEP consultations in the pipeline that covered several thousand 
hectares, which are potentially problematic in terms of time and cost. MB to e-mail Tom 
Gledhill re one particularly large holding due in 2013-14.  
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5) Update on current state of regional local authorities HE services 
 
The Greater Manchester Archaeological Advisory Service, based at the University of Salford, 
has applied to win the contract to continue to provide the service to AGMA after November 
2012, for 3+1+1 years. The results of the application and tender process are awaited.  
 
The situation in Merseyside remains static, although NML and English Heritage are both 
trying to realise solutions. Wirral have been in discussions with Cheshire to provide an 
advisory service in the interim, but access to the HER records would be required.  
 
Cumbria CC are currently going through a ‘Better Places for Work’ initiative, which might 
have implications for where the service is housed in the future. 
 
Cheshire have recently undertaken a ‘challenge session’ to identify areas of future financial 
saving. The outcome is awaited with anticipation.  
 
Lancashire CC are experiencing a financial shortfall from the SLA with the district authorities, 
and may have to find additional income.  
 
English Heritage staff are undergoing a cycle of internal job applications and interviews. The 
implications for the staff in the region are not yet known, although the role of Regional 
Science Advisor is not affected. After 99 years, the role of Inspector will become known as 
an ‘Advisor’. KHL requested clarification over the new roles and which individuals are now, 
or will be, in post. 
 
6) Regional Research Framework 
 
The current draft version of the Project Proposal is almost ready to be submitted. NR is to 
look at the documents and explore the possibility of GMAAS hosting the role of co-ordinator. 
The time of the other ALGAO members will be seen as a contribution in kind, while some 
expenses will be required for the period group co-ordinators. If English Heritage are happy 
with the proposal then it would be hoped to start the project in the next financial year.  
 
7) NPPF  
 
GMAAS are working happily with the current planning policy.  
 
Local plans are ongoing, largely involving the previous documents with new names.  
 
 
8) Feedback from ALGAO Exec 11 September 
A Roman grey literature project has commenced, similar to one previously undertaken on 
prehistory by the University of Reading.  
 
Agreement has been reached with English Heritage for core funding of ALGAO. ALGAO 
input to specific projects will require separate PDs. 
 
An ALGAO NW representative is required on HEF.  
 
The IFA standards and Guidance document for curators is to be adopted for one year. 
 
It was stated that curators should be consulted on HLF applications with archaeological and 
historic environment implications, and HLF staff have been trained to undertake these 
consultations. There should be funding available for the advice given. It was stated that 
HERs should be eligible for HLF funding, for ‘community’ projects  
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A planning casework questionnaire is forthcoming. A request for information for a Profiling 
the Profession update is forthcoming. A project on war memorials will be commencing 
shortly. ALGAO UK are drafting a guidance note on costs for HER consultations.  
 
9) Update from HER sub-committee 
 
HER sub-committee due to meet on 27 Sept in Cumbria. 
 
10) News – major projects/initiatives 
 
Manchester – two sites have now been excavated as part of the Dig Manchester project, 
which have seen widespread participation from the local communities and school children. 
The project at Radcliffe Tower will now go on to be the subject of a larger HLF bid. Work at 
Chadderton Hall is currently under way. An archaeology day will be held on 24 November. 
 
Cumbria – Two lottery-funded excavations at Low Borrowbridge and Papcastle have both 
uncovered elements of large Roman bath houses, including hypocausted rooms. An 
excavation at Maryport has recorded a timber building and human burials which may be the 
remains of a sub-Roman Christian site. The Crosby Garrett helmet is to feature in an 
exhibition on bronze at the Royal Academy of Arts.  
 
Cheshire 
A large site in Middlewich is currently under excavation by OAN, containing well-preserved 
waterlogged evidence for Roman period salt-making. Some inhumations burials have been 
revealed during replacement pipe laying just outside the church yard in Middlewich, These 
could prove to be medieval.  
 
On the A556 link road work by Wessex Archaeology has recorded a single cremation. 
Excavation by Dan Garner (Habitats and Hillforts Project) at the Seven Lows Barrow 
Cemetery in Delamere has recorded cremation urns, even though this part of the site was 
de-scheduled due to plough damage.  
 
Metal detectorists have been applying for permission to detect on Council-owned land, but 
so far this has been declined.  
 
11) AOB 
 
None.  
 
12) Date of next meeting:   
 
The next meeting will be hosted by Cumbria County Council at County Offices, Kendal, on 
Tuesday 11 December 2012. 
 
 


