
 
ALGAO North West Group 
Minutes of meeting held Tuesday 4 October, Lake District National Park 
 
 
1. Apologies 
 
Peter Iles, Norman Redhead, Sarah-Jane Farr, Andrew Davison, Jenny 
Stopford, PAS (Stu, Dot, Teresa), Clive Waddington 
 
Attending  
 
John Hodgson, Sue Stallibrass, Mark Brennand, Jill Collens 
 
2. Minutes of last meeting 
 
Accepted. 
 
3. NW RCZA 
 
NWRCZA Interim Progress Statement 3/10/2011 supplied by Clive 
Waddington 
 
Progress on the NW RCZA is going well and to the timetable. Tasks 5-10 
have been completed and surveying of sites (Task 11) is now well underway 
with good progress having been made on the Cheshire, Merseyside, 
Lancashire and Cumbrian coastlines.  
 
CW has been pro-active in contacting people and has had a meeting with 
Brian Irving of the Solway Coast Landscape Partnership and has discussed 
with Will Moody at the Sefton Coast Landscape Partnership. Input from CW 
into the Solway Coast’s second round Heritage Lottery Fund application was 
made and Brian Irving has been out on field visits with Gillian Eadie (the new 
project officer) and Dave Knight and showed them subtle salt working remains 
on the ground so that they know what to look for. The ways in which the NW 
RCZA and the Solway Coast Landscape Partnership Project could interface 
and produce mutual benefits was discussed in detail and a good relationship 
has been established. Gillian Eadie is attending the upcoming Morecambe 
Bay Landscape Partnership seminar and giving a short presentation and 
hosting a workshop to see how the NW RCZA can interface with local groups 
and projects that might be set up under the Landscape Partnership. 
 
Peter Murphy from English Heritage has spent a week out with the surveying 
team visiting and surveying sites.  
 
We intend to have sets of survey data ready to place with the Cheshire and 
Merseyside HERs in the next few weeks. It is hoped that the site surveys will 
be complete this side of Christmas with the exception of follow-up visits after 
storm events to note the effect on selected sites. The surveying of the peats is 
yet to do. 



 
Sue Stallibrass will be attending the Morecambe Bay seminar 
  
4. NW Regional Historic Landscape Characterisation 
 
Regional HLC is now complete from the ALGAO perspective. JC will contact 
Natural England  (Nancy Steadman).to discuss how they want to use the 
report in the future. 
 
5. Regional Research Framework 
 
Sue Stallibrass has established that there would be no local EH funding for an 
update. However Research Frameworks are included in the NHPP and Sue is 
hopeful that we could apply for funding, although this would have to be 
MORPHE compliant. Possibly pursue after Christmas. 
 
The aim could be to produce web-based updates and hold a seminar or CBA  
Conference (would have to be joint NW & N Conference). We could possibly 
involve university departments (eg Andrew Sinclair, Duncan Garrett, Rachel 
Pope - Liverpool; Mel Giles - Manchester) or possibly a 6 months masters. 
Students could update the assessments with professional input and 
monitoring. 
 
Need to check with Liverpool Museums regarding the website and whether 
they would still host this. It may be more appropriate to host the updated 
assessments on the new ALGAO website (NW section). 
 
6. Update from English Heritage 
 
In the new structure there are still 9 regional science advisors and a national 
science co-ordinator. 
At risk notices are to go out in October to all those in the survey and 
archaeology teams. 
 
EH NW Office will be subject to an ‘Advice and Grants’ review in 12 months 
time, but as most of the work is statutory there will be fewer redundancies. 
 
West Coast Palaeolandscapes Project – carried out by Birmingham – has 
now been completed and will be launched in Bangor shortly. The report is on 
the Dyfed Trust website and will be used to inform off-shore development. 
Work is based on 2D/3D seismic detail. 
 
Not sure of progress on Seascapes Project – Sue will contact Caron Newman 
for an update. 
 
Morecombe Bay Partnership are looking at ‘adopt a monument’/’coast watch’ 
initiatives. 
 
NB Historic Scotland have renewed the ‘adopt a monument’ scheme 
 



 
7. Feedback from ALGAO Exec 
 
JC was unable to attend that last Exec on 7 September. 
. 
8. Update from HER sub committee 
 
No update available 
 
9. PAS update  
 
Dot Boughton – report for Lancashire and Cumbria 
 
I have been very busy – as always – over the past couple of months. The 
finds are steadily coming in and my number of independent metal-detectorists 
from North Cumbria has increased. I have recorded nearly 800 finds this year 
(I recorded 1000/annum when I was full-time!) and it just does not stop. The 
months between May-September I spent partly recording finds, but also 
studying and writing up the first Viking hoard discovered in a long time in the 
North West (the Furness Hoard, discover in late April this year). It is now in 
the BM and will go to Treasure Valuation Committee with the Dock Museum 
hoping to acquire.  
In the light of this I am happy to report that, recently, another Viking hoard has 
been found in North Lancashire: the Silverdale Hoard which experts in the BM 
already call 'Cuerdale's little brother'. It seems to date from the same time of 
upheaval Cuerdale dates to (c. AD905-910) and it is now safely in the BM for 
studying and valuation. I suspect that if LCMS or LCC cannot or will not 
acquire, the BM will step in. The hoard comprises of 201 objects, including the 
complete and virtually unbroken lead vessel, which is unique: all other lead 
vessels we know of are broken or incomplete. It includes 128 silver ingots and 
ingot fragments, hacksilver and, which is especially interesting, 5 complete 
armrings, including one new type with silver appliqués. There are brooch 
fragments and a silver threaded 'tassel' fragment as well as 27 coins: 4 Arabic 
dirhems, 12 or so Viking Alfred imitations, 5 or so Continental coins of Charles 
the Bald and Charles the Simple, a very rare coin of Aethelwold (nephew of 
Alfred) and completely one new variety of a Northumbrian coin. 
Clearly, these are very exciting times. It should be added here that in the latter 
case the hoard was undisturbed and we have the full account from the finder 
– we know exactly where and how everything was found and the finder did not 
clean the silver and kept the soil surrounding the objects. I am now trying to 
organise an excavation of the find spot – if anyone has a small pot of money 
or knows of a small pot of money I can apply for, please point me in the right 
direction! 
 
Vanessa Oakden will be returning from maternity leave this month.  
 
10. News - Major Projects 
 
Lake District National Park 



Eleanor is back from maternity leave in March (not sure if full or part-time). Jo 
Robinson is covering for Eleanor until the end of December. One assistant -  
Holly – is 50% funded by EH for agri-environment schemes. With the cut 
backs in agri-environment scheme funding it is difficult to achieve the same 
results as before. Large applications are coming through eg Coniston, an area 
with mining sites. Volunteers are being used to reduce bracken but this 
method is expensive over large areas. 
Looking at HLF applications for larger mining sites, but match funding will be 
difficult. 
 
An HLF bid is in preparation for Ravenglass. Birmingham has carried out an 
excavation at the medieval site and geophysical survey has been carried out 
by a student on the vicus/bath house area. The local community are keen to 
do some work here so Holly is developing a Your Heritage bid with 
Ravenglass parish council for geophysics, excavation and interpretation. 
 
Windermere Reflections HLF scheme involving woodland survey and ground 
survey of mill sites and industrial quarrying. About to work up to a Stage 2 
application jointly with Jamie Lund of National Trust. 
 
The LDNP Survey will be launched at a conference on 30 Oct, when there will 
be talks on work in Northumberland and Dartmoor to set the national context. 
 
NB LIDAR data – EH have agreement with Environment Agency. Sue to 
check availability of LIDAR for HEEP funded projects. 
 
Cumbria  
Several HLF projects: 
Morecambe Bay Project building up to 2nd phase. 
Brackenburgh Common near Appleby – North Pennines Arch submitting bid 
for further funds. 
Papcastle Environs Project – W Cumbria Arch Group and North Pennines 
Arch 
Sizerh Project – Levens Local History Group, working with NT and North 
Pennines Arch.  
 
Liverpool John Moores University investigating a cave called the Dog Hole 
near Arnside. Over 20 RB burials are know from the site, discovered in the 
early 20th century. Caving Group are taking part in the project. 
 
Barrow is to close the Dock Museum for 4 months in the winter – no curator is 
to be based there. 
 
Cheshire  
 
Projects: Chester UAD – 2 year project to finish 2013. First tasks have been 
to collate and add all sources and events to the HER. 
Local Lists Project – incorporation of all local lists in Cheshire into HER and 
provision of data to COs, planners and members of public. Final project report 
being prepared. 



Nantwich waterlogged deposits – monitoring of water levels and state of 
preservation of deposits continues. 
SHINE – we have received funding to carry out SHINE work this financial 
year. 
Portico Project – European partnership project involving Chester’s city walls. 
Involves new interpretation on City Walls and associated sites. 
 
Windfarm public enquiry in Nov involving setting issue of hillfort. 
 
DC picking up - several evaluations and watching briefs on development in 
Chester, but also in Nantwich, Middlewich and Warrington. 
 
Office Move coming up end of month. Service is moving from Backford Hall to 
Chester city centre. New address will be: The Forum, Chester, CH1 2HS. 
Phone numbers and email to remain the same. 
 
11. Any other business  
 
Discussion on whether members dealt with setting issues. In Cheshire, 
Cumbria and Lake District National Park no comments are made on setting 
issues relating to designated sites. 
 
Discussion on reduction in numbers of consultations on FEPs. Reduced 
budget in NW this year, so the number of FEPs is likely to decrease. 
 
Ed Wilson in covering the NW for the Environment Agency, but a new 
member of staff should be in post from January. Need to invite them to the 
next meeting to discuss issues of mutual interest. 
 
12. Date of next meeting  
 
Friday 13th January 2012 in Preston. 
 
 
 
 


