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Appeal Ref: APP/H1840/A/09/2115707 

Methodist Church, Sale Green, Droitwich WR9 7LP 

• The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
against a refusal to grant planning permission. 

• The appeal is made by Methodist Church Worcester Circuit against the decision of 
Wychavon District Council. 

• The application Ref W/09/01631/PN, dated 11 June 2009, was refused by notice dated 

24 September 2009. 
• The development proposed is conversion of existing redundant church to dwelling. 
 

 

Decision 

1. I dismiss the appeal. 

Main issues 

2. The main issues are the effects of the proposal on the character and 

appearance of the existing building and its setting, and on highway safety. 

Reasons 

3. Sale Green is a small rural community.  Modern development has infilled gaps 

in the frontage along the main street, and the character of development is 

varied.  There is no conservation area, though a number of buildings provide a 

reminder of the settlement’s past and the manner in which it developed. 

4. One such is the former Methodist Church, the subject of this appeal.  Although 

it is of simple design and appearance, and is not listed, it incorporates features 

which are distinctive of both the building type and period.  In particular, the 

simple porch and arched windows facing the street and set behind a low wall 

and railings, the simple envelope, the use of brick, and the arched windows in 

the side elevation speak strongly of the building’s origins and purpose as a 19th 

century Methodist Church.  As such it is recorded in the County Historic 

environment register as a building of local importance, both in its age and 

appearance and connections to Primitive Methodism. 

5. I acknowledge that there are other former church buildings of a similar type in 

the locality, though no information was provided as to their current status, and 

I am unable to make an assessment of their contribution to their setting.  In 

respect of the appeal building, however, I consider that the proposed radical 

alterations to the frontage would entail a significant loss of character of the 

building and its setting.  Although the general form would be preserved, and 

the side windows could be retained and incorporated in the dwelling, the 

insertion of garage doors and a balcony on the street frontage would effectively 
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remove most of the architectural and historic interest of the building.  The 

lowering of the floor level to accommodate a garage, and construction of a 

ramp down, would accentuate the harm and loss of character.  I appreciate 

that it is a small building, and therefore difficult to convert to residential use 

without significant alteration.  While the design is ingenious and has merit in its 

own right, this does not outweigh the harm to the character of the building, the 

loss of distinctiveness, and the consequent harm to its village setting.  I 

conclude that the proposal would conflict with Policies CTC.19 of the Wychavon 

District Plan (LP), which resists development which would adversely affect 

significant buildings of local historic and/or architectural interest.  It would also 

conflict with Policy GD2 in respect of the character and appearance of the 

building and surrounding built environment, and Policy SUR1 in respect of loss 

of local distinctiveness. 

6. With regard to highway safety, I accept that the access direct onto the village 

street is not ideal, and other drivers might occasionally be inconvenienced by 

vehicles entering or exiting the garage.  Nevertheless the road is lightly 

trafficked, visibility is reasonable, and I do not consider that the highway safety 

issue would justify dismissing the appeal. 

7. I appreciate that considerable efforts have been made to market the building 

for employment and community use.  While some interest has been shown for 

employment use, those expressing interest were concerned by the lack of off-

street parking.  I understand that the size and relative remoteness of Sale 

Green might make it difficult to find a community or other use to comply with 

Policy COM.11 of the LP.  However I attach greater weight to the harm to the 

character and appearance of the building and its setting that this proposal 

would entail. 

8. For the reasons given above I conclude that the appeal should be dismissed. 

 David Richards 
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